
… 

 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS 
 

[ZONING AND LAND USE GUIDELINES, PARKING, AS-OF-RIGHT USES, URBAN 

RENEWAL PLAN, ULURP, LANDMARK ETC.]  
 

Design Guidelines 
 
[open space requirements, uses] 

 

Green Building/Sustainable Design and Active Design 

NYCEDC supports green building, also referred to as sustainable design, as well as active 

design, which uses architectural and urban design strategies to promote public health and 

increase physical activity in daily life.  NYCEDC seeks proposals that enhance the energy-

efficiency of buildings, use fewer raw materials, make the best of natural light where 

appropriate, improve the indoor air quality, and decrease the total impact on the natural and 

human environment.  The goal of green building and active design is to reduce the negative 

impact buildings have on the health of the environment and communities as well as to create a 

healthy indoor and outdoor environment for occupants through integrated design, best practices 

and emerging technologies. While green development and active design certainly convey 

benefits to the natural, human and built environments, they can also reduce long term operating 

costs through increased energy efficiency.   
 

The Developer will be required to seek [a LEED rating of x] 
 
 
 

PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

Each complete proposal must contain the following elements: 
 
… 
 
 

F. Green Building/Sustainable Design and Active Design 
 
  [In consultation with the VP, include appropriate tier requirements] 

 

 Tier 1 Projects: 

 

The Developer of the Site will be required to seek a LEED rating of Silver and should 

strive to include credits that promote physical activity and health from the US Green 

Building Council and from The Active Design Guidelines (the “Guidelines”).  

Requirements for this rating can be found at www.usgbc.org.   The Guidelines can be 

found at www.nyc.gov/adg.  Respondents must submit a Green Building Plan as part of 

the RFP submission package. The Green Building Plan should also reference the policies 



in the Guidelines.  The Developer is specifically requested to include an innovation credit 

for health through physical activity as shown on pages 130-131 of the Guidelines.  

Additionally, wherever feasible, the Developer should adopt the strategies shown on page 

114-115 that link LEED credits and healthy design. 

 

 The following components are required as part of the Respondent’s Green  Building Plan: 

 

• Narrative describing the proposed Project’s sustainable design goals, active and 

healthy design strategies and a declaration of commitment to incorporate the 

specific criteria into the overall project design.   

 

• Using the LEED Scorecard, identify each credit your Project will seek to achieve, 

at minimum, LEED Silver Certification.  Describe the specific steps that will be 

taken and proposed technologies your Project will use to achieve each credit and 

provide an estimate of the total incremental cost for each LEED category (e.g. 

Water Efficiency), keeping in mind that many strategies and credits are inter-

related.  For the credits that your project does not seek to achieve, please explain 

why. 

 

• Using the Active Design Check lists (pgs. 62-65, 104-106 and 130-131 in the 

Guidelines), identify the criteria that will be incorporated to achieve an innovation 

credit for health through physical activity. 

  

• Statement of experience of the applicable members of the team who will develop 

and implement the specific steps that will be taken to achieve LEED Silver 

Certification or better.  The statement should describe the team’s specialized 

experience in the field of sustainable building design and demonstrate an ability to 

comprehensively integrate the concept of sustainability into the project through 

experience with the LEED certification system.  At least one member of this team 

must be LEED accredited and have demonstrated experience in constructing and 

monitoring performance in similar projects.   

 

To ensure compliance with the requirement of achieving at minimum LEED Silver 

Certification, with the incorporation of strategies for promoting health through physical 

activity, regular progress reports will be required throughout the design, due diligence, 

and pre-development phases. 

 

A list of Green Building resources and contact information can be found in Appendix _. 

 

Tier 2 Projects: 

 

The Developer of the Site will be required to seek at minimum LEED Certification and 

should strive to include credits that promote physical activity and health from the US 

Green Building Council and from The Active Design Guidelines (the “Guidelines”).  

Requirements for this rating can be found at www.usgbc.org.   The Guidelines can be 

found at www.nyc.gov/adg.  Respondents must submit a Green Building Plan as part of 



the RFP submission package. The Green Building Plan should also reference the policies 

in the Guidelines.  The Developer is specifically requested to include an innovation credit 

for health through physical activity as shown on pages 130-131 of the Guidelines.  

Additionally, wherever feasible, the Developer should adopt the strategies shown on page 

114-115 that link LEED credits and healthy design. 

 

The following components are required as part of the Respondent’s Green Building Plan: 

 

• Narrative describing the proposed Project’s sustainable design goals, active and 

healthy design strategies and a declaration of commitment to incorporate the 

specific criteria into the overall project design.   

 

• Using the LEED Scorecard, identify each credit your Project will seek to achieve, 

at minimum, LEED Certification.  Describe the specific steps that will be taken 

and proposed technologies your Project will use to achieve each credit and 

provide an estimate of the total incremental cost for each LEED category (e.g. 

Water Efficiency), keeping in mind that many strategies and credits are inter-

related.  For the credits that your Project does not seek to achieve, please explain 

why. 

 

• Using the Active Design Check lists (pgs. 62-65, 104-106 and 130-131 in the 

Guidelines), identify the criteria that will be incorporated to achieve an innovation 

credit for health through physical activity. 

 

 

• Statement of experience of the applicable members of the team who will develop 

and implement the specific steps that will be taken to achieve, at minimum LEED 

Certification.  The statement should describe the team’s specialized experience in 

the field of sustainable building design and demonstrate an ability to 

comprehensively integrate the concept of sustainability into the project through 

experience with the LEED certification system.  At least one member of this team 

must be LEED accredited and have demonstrated experience in constructing and 

monitoring performance in similar projects 

 

To ensure compliance with the requirement of achieving, at minimum, LEED 

Certification, with the incorporation of strategies for promoting health through physical 

activity, regular progress reports will be required throughout the design, due diligence, 

and pre-development phases. 

 

A list of Green Building resources and contact information can be found in Appendix _. 

 
…. 
 
 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
 



NYCEDC will use the following criteria as a guideline to review submissions and  select a 

proposal: 

 

…. 

 

• Land Use and Design: thoughtful and innovative architectural and urban design, 

innovative environmental development techniques, and the extent to which the 

development potential of the Site is maximized in a manner consistent with 

applicable zoning, environmental and other regulatory controls.  The design shall 

maximize the sustainable performance of the development by integrating 

sustainable design practices as proposed in the Respondent’s Green Building 

Plan. 

…. 

 
 
 

 


